
  

What document is this ? It looks like…
- a book cover ? 
- a movie poster
- a theatre poster
- an ad for a shop ? 

It might be… since...

Can you describe it ?

 
What can you suppose about the story ? 

Maybe it is about… because…

https://www.picklescompany.com/

https://www.picklescompany.com/


  

The drama group is the Pickles Company.

https://www.picklescompany.com/theatre-in-english-for-schools/

Watch the video about this company

Look at the actors and actresses

On facebook :
https://fr-fr.facebook.com/picklescompany/

Let’s meet the Pickles Company !

On Instagram :
https://www.instagram.com/pickles.company/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DFpU-H5Inf_/ 

You will meet them on Wednesday, March 18th !

https://www.picklescompany.com/theatre-in-english-for-schools/
https://vimeo.com/66277010?embedded=true&source=vimeo_logo&owner=5322385
https://www.picklescompany.com/theatre-performances-in-english/#actors
https://fr-fr.facebook.com/picklescompany/
https://www.instagram.com/pickles.company/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DFpU-H5Inf_/


  

7. Vocabulary hunt : Find the equivalent of these words in the synopsis : 

1- éloigné : ………………..………… 4- enquêter : ……………………..

2- difficile : ………………………….   5- du trafic : ………………….   

3- empirer : ………………… 6- révéler: …………………….

2. Pick the characters and their roles:
●  
●  
●

1. Pick the places:
●  
●  

Fish and Ships - Synopsis
 

The play takes place on Great Island, a small and remote fishing communicty off the coast of 
Ireland. Life is tough, and the islanders depend on the sea for work. Tensions rise as fishing 
conditions worsen and a strike begins.
When famous detective Mike O’Neill is sent to a small Irish island to investigate the death of 
union leader Robert (Bob) O’Leary, he finds himself in the middle of a tense strike, ghost 
stories and a mysterious smuggling operation. With the help of local port manager Mary 
Porter, Mike uncovers a secret far bigger than the island, but will he be able to bring the 
culprits to justice?

3. Describe the context:

4. Pick 3 problems the detective faces

5. What does Mike O’Neill discover?

6. Recap what you know to present the story

●   
●

●



  

7. Vocabulary hunt : Find the equivalent of these words in the synopsis : 

1- éloigné : ………………..………… 4- enquêter : ……………………..

2- difficile : ………………………….   5- du trafic : ………………….   

3- empirer : ………………… 6- révéler: …………………….

2. Pick the characters and their roles:
●  
●  
●

1. Pick the places:
●  
●  

Fish and Ships - Synopsis
 

The play takes place on Great Island, a small and remote fishing communicty off the coast of 
Ireland. Life is tough, and the islanders depend on the sea for work. Tensions rise as fishing 
conditions worsen and a strike begins.
When famous detective Mike O’Neill is sent to a small Irish island to investigate the death of 
union leader Robert (Bob) O’Leary, he finds himself in the middle of a tense strike, ghost 
stories and a mysterious smuggling operation. With the help of local port manager Mary 
Porter, Mike uncovers a secret far bigger than the island, but will he be able to bring the 
culprits to justice?

3. Describe the context:

4. Pick 3 problems the detective faces

5. What does Mike O’Neill discover?

6. Recap what you know to present the story

Great Island
Ireland

Mike O’Neill: detective
Robert O’Leary : dead union leader
Mary Porter: local port manager

Life is tough because of the fishing conditions and there is a strike.

- a tense strike
- ghost stories
- a mysterious smuggling operation

he uncovers a big secret / a secret far bigger than the island

remote

tough

worsen

to investigate

smuggling operation

uncover



  

Scene 1 : _____________________________
An old sailor, Lorcan, tells a spooky tale about a ghost ship called The Black 
Seagull that haunts the sea. This sets the tone for the play's mystery.

Scene 2 : _____________________________
Robert (Bob) O'Leary sails into a storm and disappears after seeing a 
strange boat. He sends a desperate radio message to Lorcan before being 
lost in the waves.

Scene 3 : _____________________________
In Dublin’s police station, Chief Batista sends the detective Mike O'Neill to 
the island to investigate Robert's death.

Scene 4 : _____________________________
Mike misses the ferry and takes a chaotic route to the island, arriving wet 
and late.

Scene 5 : _____________________________
Mike arrives at Robert's funeral. He meets angry fishermen, suspicious of 
outsiders, and Mary Callaghan, who offers to help.

Scene Synopsis
Read the scenes synopsis and match the pictures, texts and titles

The Legend

The Tempest

The Office

The Journey

The Arrival

Diapositives en fin de diaporama pour impression / découpage
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Scene 6 : _____________________________

Two mystery men are watching Mike, worried he might discover the truth.

Scene 7 : _____________________________

Mike and Mary search Robert's cabin and find strange documents related 
to a fishing company.

Scene 8 : _____________________________

Mike visits the Fishermen Isle Company during a protest and meets Lisa 
Harris, the tough businesswoman in charge.

Scene 9 : _____________________________

Mary sends fishing boats back to port as the weather turns bad.

Scene 10 : _____________________________

At the local pub, Mike argues with union leader Sean. Tensions rise and 
the fishermen whisper threats to Mike.

The Evidence

 The Strike

The Ships

The Argument

 The Hidden Reality



  

Scene 11 : _____________________________
Mary and Sean share a quiet moment, remembering Robert (Bob) 
and their past.

Scene 12 : _____________________________
Mike and Mary visit old Captain Lorcan in his watch tower. He reveals 
Robert (Bob) had a notebook with proof of a fishing fraud.

Scene 13 : _____________________________
They sail into a storm to find Robert's boat. Mike finds a French flag 
which prompts Lorcan to remember the message he received that 
night : "FRENCH BO…". Mike is sure the case is now cracked.

Scene 14 : _____________________________
At the port, Mike accuses Sean before discovering the real evidence 
in Robert's notebook. Together, Mike and Sean crack the case.

Scene 15 : _____________________________
Lorcan returns in an epilogue, saying that some legends never die, 
just like the Black Seagull.

Offshore

The Truth Uncovered

The Never-ending Myth

The Lighthouse

The Calm Before The Storm



Read the scenes again and find the 
corresponding vocabulary

résoudre une affaire : __________________

une histoire étrange : __________________

des étrangers : __________________

le commissariat : ___________________

une preuve : ___________________

manquer (le bateau) : _______________

naviguer : ___________________

dure, difficile : ___________________

chuchoter : ___________________

un phare : ___________________

Read the scenes again and find the 
corresponding vocabulary

résoudre une affaire : ___________________

une histoire étrange : ___________________

des étrangers : ___________________

le commissariat : ___________________

une preuve : ___________________

manquer (le bateau) : ___________________

naviguer : ___________________

dure, difficile : ___________________

chuchoter : ___________________

un phare : ___________________

Vocabulary exercise Vocabulary exercise



Read the scenes again and find the corresponding vocabulary

to crack a case

a spooky tale

outsiders

the police station

evidence

to miss

to sail

tough

to whisper

a lighthouse

résoudre une affaire : ___________________

une histoire étrange : ___________________

des étrangers : ___________________

le commissariat : ___________________

une preuve : ___________________

manquer (le bateau) : ___________________

naviguer : ___________________

dure, difficile : ___________________

chuchoter : ___________________

un phare : ___________________

Vocabulary exercise



  

________________: A detective from Dublin who is more lucky than skilled. He is clumsy, 
funny, and determined to solve the mystery.

________________: The local port manager who helps Mike. She knows the island well but 
hides a painful secret.

________________: A respected union leader who is found dead at sea. He was 
investigating illegal fishing and left behind a notebook of evidence.

________________: The new head of the fishing union and Robert's old friend. Serious and 
protective of the islanders, he ultimately fights for what is right.

________________: A cold and powerful businesswoman who runs the fishing company.

________________: Mike's boss in Dublin. She is tough.

________________: A strange and poetic old sea captain who lives in the lighthouse. He 
was Bob's friend and is the key to unlocking the secrets of the case.

________________: The owner of the island's only pub "The Puffin". His love for gossip ends 
up helping Mike out.

________________: Mysterious figures involved in the illegal fishing operation. They try to 
stop Mike from discovering the truth.

Meet the characters : Use the synopsis to name the characters



  

________________: A detective from Dublin who is more lucky than skilled. He is clumsy, 
funny, and determined to solve the mystery.

________________: The local port manager who helps Mike. She knows the island well but 
hides a painful secret.

________________: A respected union leader who is found dead at sea. He was 
investigating illegal fishing and left behind a notebook of evidence.

________________: The new head of the fishing union and Robert's old friend. Serious and 
protective of the islanders, he ultimately fights for what is right.

________________: A cold and powerful businesswoman who runs the fishing company.

________________: Mike's boss in Dublin. She is tough.

________________: A strange and poetic old sea captain who lives in the lighthouse. He 
was Bob's friend and is the key to unlocking the secrets of the case.

________________: The owner of the island's only pub "The Puffin". His love for gossip ends 
up helping Mike out.

________________: Mysterious figures involved in the illegal fishing operation. They try to 
stop Mike from discovering the truth.

Mike O'Neill

Mary Callaghan

Robert (Bob) O'Leary

Sean Mac Tiernan

Lisa Harris

Chief Batista

Lorcan

Pub Owner (Murphy)

Smugglers

Meet the characters : Use the synopsis to name the characters



  

Are you ready for the play?

Take a quiz on Wayground

https://wayground.com/admin/quiz/69a99623836397e3bfe0a5a2
https://wayground.com/admin/quiz/69a99623836397e3bfe0a5a2


  

Check your understanding on Wayground

https://wayground.com/admin/quiz/69a9931b438c0232ae50a4c4


  

Check your understanding on Wayground

https://wayground.com/admin/quiz/69a9931b438c0232ae50a4c4


  

Who is who?

What inspired the play?

In groups, read more about the writer’s inspiration and present it to the class.



  

A. Agatha Christie - The Queen of Crime

She was a famous British writer (1890-1976). She wrote more than 60 detective novels. Her 
most famous characters are Hercule Poirot, a smart Belgian detective with a moustache, and 
Miss Marple, a kind but clever old lady. Christie's stories usually take place in small villages, 
on boats, or in big houses. A murder happens, and then a detective must find out who did it. 
There are always many suspects—and many secrets.

Christie's most famous books include Murder on the Orient Express and And Then There 
Were None. Her stories are full of mystery, clues, and surprises. She is one of the best-
selling authors in the world.

The play's mystery story was inspired by Agatha Christie's style: a small group of people 
trapped in one place, a strange death, and a smart investigator trying to solve the crime.

1. Read the presentation and fill in this information card with key words

Name: _____________________

Famous books:        _____________________⁕

    ⁕ _____________________

Famous characters:  _____________________⁕

   ⁕_____________________

Common places in her books:

_________  _______   _________

Typical stories and plots: 

_________________________________________

Link with the Fish and Ships play: 
_________________________________________

2. Recap and present to the class



  

B. OSS 117 - The French Spy Parody
It started in the 1950s as a serious spy story, like James Bond. But in the 2000s, it became a 
comedy.
The new OSS 117 films star actor Jean Dujardin. He plays a French spy named Hubert 
Bonisseur de La Bath. He looks cool in a suit, but he is actually rude, silly, and always wrong! 
The movies make fun of old spy stories, showing how outdated and foolish the hero is.
The films are full of 1960s style, old-fashioned jokes, and silly action scenes. They mix 
mystery and comedy.
In the play, Mike is inspired by OSS 117. He wears nice clothes and tries to act cool, but he 
says silly things and often misunderstands what's going on.

1. Read the presentation and fill in this information card with key words

Name: _____________________

Period of films:        _____________________⁕

    ⁕ _____________________

Famous actor:  _____________________

Parody of : _____________________

Characteristics of the hero:

_______  _______   _________ _________

Film genre: 

_________________________________________

Link with the Fish and Ships play: 
_________________________________________ 2. Recap and present to the class



  

C. Scooby-Doo
This is an American cartoon about a group of teenagers and their talking dog, Scooby-Doo. 
Together, they solve spooky mysteries. A typical episode starts with a strange ghost or 
monster. The group investigates, follows clues, and finally discovers the truth—it's never a 
real ghost, just someone in a costume!
The group drives a colorful van called the Mystery Machine. Each character has a different 
role: Velma is smart, Fred is the leader, Daphne is stylish and brave, and Shaggy and 
Scooby are funny and scared.
Scooby-Doo mixes humour and mystery. Kids love it because it's exciting but not too scary. 
The play also has a spooky island, strange sounds, and some silly characters—just like 
Scooby-Doo! But in the end, we ask: is the danger real, or just a trick?

1. Read the presentation and fill in this information card with key words

Name of the pet: _____________________

Type of art : __________________

Usual plot : ____________________

Famous characters: name and personality:

  ⁕ ___________: ______________________

  ⁕ ___________: ______________________

  ⁕ ___________: ______________________

  ⁕ ___________: ______________________

Famous vehicle: ____________________

Genres: _______________ __________________

Link with the Fish and Ships play: 
_________________________________________

2. Recap and present to the class



  

E. Shutter Island - A Dark Mystery in an Isolated Place

This mystery film was made in 2010. It stars Leonardo DiCaprio as a detective named Teddy 
Daniels. He travels to a hospital on an island to find a missing patient. But the island is 
strange. There are secrets, and the weather is stormy.

The movie is serious and psychological. It makes the audience ask: Who is telling the truth? 
Can we trust what we see? Is the detective imagining things?

The island feels cut off from the world. There is no escape. This adds to the feeling of fear 
and confusion.

In the play, the setting is also a lonely island. There's a storm, strange people, and secrets. 
The audience doesn't know what's real or who to trust—just like in Shutter Island.

1. Read the presentation and fill in this information card with key words

Name: _____________________

Famous actor: __________________

Setting : ___________   ______________

Plot summary : _________________________

    ⁕ _____________________

Genres: _____________  ________________

Atmosphere and feelings: _________ _________

Link with the Fish and Ships play: 
_________________________________________ 2. Recap and present to the class



  

E. THE CASE BOOK OF SHERLOCK HOLMES by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930) was a British writer and doctor. He created the famous 
detective Sherlock Holmes and his friend Dr. Watson. Holmes is very intelligent and uses 
logic to solve crimes.

Conan Doyle's stories often begin with a strange case. Holmes looks at small details—like 
mud on shoes or a missing hat—and uses them to find the truth. Many of his stories are set 
in London, but some take place in the countryside or in spooky houses. His most famous 
story is The Hound of the Baskervilles, which has a dark, ghostly mystery on a foggy moor.

In the play, the detective character is inspired by Sherlock Holmes. He is clever and 
observant—but also funny and a bit dramatic..

1. Read the presentation and fill in this information card with key words

Name: _____________________

Famous book: ____________________________

Famous characters:  ______________________⁕

       ⁕______________________

Sherlock’s personality: _____________________

Common places in her books:

___________  _______________   ____________

Typical stories and plots: 

_________________________________________

Link with the Fish and Ships play: 
_________________________________________ 2. Recap and present to the class



  

Let’s take part in the play!

They need actors and actresses!

Are you ready ?

https://www.picklescompany.com/theatre-in-english-for-schools/

https://www.picklescompany.com/theatre-in-english-for-schools/


Role playing: prepare yourself

Student-Part-1-FISH-AND-SHIPS.mp3


Student-Part-2-FISH-AND-SHIPS.mp3


Student-Part-3-FISH-AND-SHIPS.mp3


Student-Part-4-FISH-AND-SHIPS.mp3


Student-Part-5-FISH-AND-SHIPS.mp3


Student-Part-6-FISH-AND-SHIPS.mp3


  

Scene 1 : _____________________________
An old sailor, Lorcan, tells a spooky tale about a ghost ship called The Black 
Seagull that haunts the sea. This sets the tone for the play's mystery.

Scene 2 : _____________________________
Robert (Bob) O'Leary sails into a storm and disappears after seeing a 
strange boat. He sends a desperate radio message to Lorcan before being 
lost in the waves.

Scene 3 : _____________________________
In Dublin’s police station, Chief Batista sends the detective Mike O'Neill to 
the island to investigate Robert's death.

Scene 4 : _____________________________
Mike misses the ferry and takes a chaotic route to the island, arriving wet 
and late.

Scene 5 : _____________________________
Mike arrives at Robert's funeral. He meets angry fishermen, suspicious of 
outsiders, and Mary Callaghan, who offers to help.

Scene Synopsis
Read the scenes synopsis and match the pictures, texts and titles

Diapositives en fin de diaporama pour impression / découpage
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Scene 6 : _____________________________

Two mystery men are watching Mike, worried he might discover the truth.

Scene 7 : _____________________________

Mike and Mary search Robert's cabin and find strange documents related 
to a fishing company.

Scene 8 : _____________________________

Mike visits the Fishermen Isle Company during a protest and meets Lisa 
Harris, the tough businesswoman in charge.

Scene 9 : _____________________________

Mary sends fishing boats back to port as the weather turns bad.

Scene 10 : _____________________________

At the local pub, Mike argues with union leader Sean. Tensions rise and 
the fishermen whisper threats to Mike.



  

Scene 11 : _____________________________
Mary and Sean share a quiet moment, remembering Robert (Bob) 
and their past.

Scene 12 : _____________________________
Mike and Mary visit old Captain Lorcan in his watch tower. He reveals 
Robert (Bob) had a notebook with proof of a fishing fraud.

Scene 13 : _____________________________
They sail into a storm to find Robert's boat. Mike finds a French flag 
which prompts Lorcan to remember the message he received that 
night : "FRENCH BO…". Mike is sure the case is now cracked.

Scene 14 : _____________________________
At the port, Mike accuses Sean before discovering the real evidence 
in Robert's notebook. Together, Mike and Sean crack the case.

Scene 15 : _____________________________
Lorcan returns in an epilogue, saying that some legends never die, 
just like the Black Seagull.



  

Offshore

The Truth Uncovered

The Never-ending Myth

The Lighthouse

The Calm Before The Storm

The Evidence

The Strike

The Ships

The Argument

The Hidden Reality

The Legend

The Tempest

The Office

The Journey

The Arrival



  

Adaptation pédagogique proposée par Yoann Panier
à partir des documents et avec de l’autorisation de la Pickles Company.
Certaines images sont générées par l’IA ou issue de Pixabay..com

Le diaporama est librement utilisable avec une lience Creative Commons

mailto:yoann.panier@ac-besancon.fr
https://pixabay.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

	Diapo 1
	Diapo 2
	Diapo 3
	Diapo 4
	Diapo 5
	Diapo 6
	Diapo 7
	Diapo 8
	Diapo 9
	Diapo 10
	Diapo 11
	Diapo 12
	Diapo 13
	Diapo 14
	Diapo 15
	Diapo 16
	Diapo 17
	Diapo 18
	Diapo 19
	Diapo 20
	Diapo 21
	Diapo 22
	Diapo 23
	Diapo 24
	Diapo 25
	Diapo 26
	Diapo 27
	Diapo 28
	Diapo 29
	Diapo 30
	Diapo 31
	Diapo 32

