Texte « A New Case » issu du manuel Shortcuts 2de, p. 78
-a new case-
1. Present the document
The document is an ................................ from a ................................ ..........................ed White Butterfly, whose ................................ is Walter Mosley, and which was .......................................ed in 1992. Judging by the title and the illustration, it is probably a ................................................................ story .

2. Characters
Read the text once and fill the following grid:

	Name
	Occupation (job)
	Skin color

	
	
	

	
	
	


3. Situation: when? where?

The scene takes place on 


4. Vocabulary
Match each word with the corresponding translation. 

a potholder (l. 3) : 

a shoulder (l. 3) : 

to stride (l. 7) : 

a lawn (l. 7) : 

to crush (l. 7) : 

glad (l. 11) : 

to step down (l. 12) : 

to stare (l. 16) : 

marcher à grands pas / écraser / descendre / heureux /

regarder intensément / un gant à four / une épaule / une pelouse
Find 3 synonyms for “the police” in the text : 
 + 
 + 

5. Feelings
Pay attention to these sentences: what do the characters feel?
	“he crushed a patch of chives that I’d been growing for seven years”
	Easy → 

	“Glad I caught you in” / “Uh-huh.”
	Quinten → 
Easy →

	“there was an uncomfortable moment”
	Both characters →

	“Is this your baby?” / “Beautiful child.”
	Quinten →

	“What do you want wit’ me, officer?” / “I’m under arrest?”
	Easy → 

	“I knew when he called me mister…”
	Easy → 


anger / curiosity / doubt / embarrassment / frustration / impatience / indifference / politeness / understanding
6. Summary
Use the following words/expressions to write a short summary of “A New Case”.

· ghetto

· detective

· police

· to pay a visit 

· to ask a favor (demander un service)

· to investigate 

-a new case-
1. Present the document
The document is an ................................ from a ................................ .............................. White Butterfly, whose ................................ is Walter Mosley, and which ................................................................ in 1992. Judging by the title and the illustration, it is probably a ................................................................ .

2. Characters
Read the text once and fill the following grid:

	Name
	Occupation
	Skin color

	
	
	

	
	
	


3. Situation: when? where?

The scene takes place on 


4. Vocabulary
Match each word with the corresponding translation. Be careful, there are traps!

a potholder (l. 3) : 

a shoulder (l. 3) : 

to stride (l. 7) : 

a lawn (l. 7) : 

to crush (l. 7) : 

glad (l. 11) : 

to step down (l. 12) : 

to stare (l. 16) : 

marcher à grands pas / regarder intensément / écraser / croiser / descendre / se baisser / 

heureux / gêné / un pot de fleurs / un gant à four / une épaule / une poitrine / une pelouse
Find 3 synonyms for “the police” in the text : 
 + 
 + 

5. Feelings
Find sentences in the text to justify the characters’ feelings:
	Easy
	anger, frustration
	

	Quinten
	politeness
	

	Easy
	indifference, doubt
	

	Both characters
	embarrassment
	

	Quinten
	politeness
	

	Easy
	impatience, curiosity
	

	Easy
	understanding
	


6. Summary
Use the following words/expressions to write a short summary of “A New Case”.

· ghetto

· detective

· police

· to pay a visit 

· to ask a favor 

· to investigate 

-a new case-
7. Convincing someone
1) Read the text again and concentrate on lines 14 to 27.

Which verb comes back several times? 

Why? 

2) Pay attention to the structure: how do you use this verb to convince someone else to do something for you? 
Examples:


(use your text!)



Note: you can also replace ……………… by ………………………
3) Use the structure in the following sentences.
a) Easy / Edna / play in the garden 
→ Easy wants Edna to play in the garden.
b) Easy / Quinten / get out of his garden.

→  .


c) The police / Quinten / be their representative
→  .


d) The LAPD / Easy / go in the ghetto.
→  .


e) Easy / Quinten / not / make small talk.
→ 

-a new case-
1. Present the document

The document is an 
extract      from a      novel         entitled / named / called       White Butterfly, whose    author     is Walter Mosley, and which was   published     in 1992. Judging by the title and the illustration, it is probably a      crime story / detective story / thriller.

2. Characters
Read the text once and fill the following grid:

	Name
	Occupation (job)
	Skin color

	Easy Rawlins
	private/freelance detective (l. 32)
	brown (l. 4) / black (l. 30)

	Quinten Naylor
	police sergeant (l. 15)
	black (deduction)


3. Situation: when? where?

The scene takes place on a warm Sunday (intro), in the garden in front of Easy’s house (intro), in Los Angeles (l. 15)
4. Vocabulary
Match each word with the corresponding translation. 

a potholder (l. 3) : un gant à four
a shoulder (l. 3) : une épaule
to stride (l. 7) : marcher à grands pas
a lawn (l. 7) : une pelouse
to crush (l. 7) : écraser
glad (l. 11) : heureux
to step down (l. 12) : descendre
to stare (l. 16) : regarder intensément

Find 3 synonyms for “the police” in the text : the LAPD (l. 28) + the law (l. 30) + the cops (l. 33)
5. Feelings
Pay attention to these sentences: what do the characters feel?
	“he crushed a patch of chives that I’d been growing for seven years”
	Easy → frustration, anger

	“Glad I caught you in” / “Uh-huh.”
	Quinten → politeness
Easy → indifference, doubt

	“there was an uncomfortable moment”
	Both characters → embarrassment

	“Is this your baby?” / “Beautiful child.”
	Quinten → politeness

	“What do you want wit’ me, officer?” / “I’m under arrest?”
	Easy → impatience, curiosity

	“I knew when he called me mister…”
	Easy → understanding


6. summary

· ghetto

· detective

· police

· to pay a visit 

· to ask a favor 

· to investigate

Use the following words/expressions to write a short summary of “A New Case”.
Quinten Naylor, a police officer, pays a visit to Easy Rawlins, a private detective, at his home on a Sunday. Quinten wants to ask Easy a favor: he needs him to go “in the ghetto”, probably to investigate some crime, considering he is one of the best black detectives in L.A. 
-a new case-
7. Convincing someone
1) Read the text again and concentrate on lines 14 to 27.

Which verb comes back several times?  to want (l. 16, 17, 24, 25)
Why? Quinten has come with a particular goal: to convince Easy to do something for him. 
2) Pay attention to the structure: how do you use this verb to convince someone else to do something for you? 
TO WANT SOMEONE TO DO SOMETHING
	Examples:
(use your text!)
	He want[ed]

I wanted (…)

I want
	me

him

you
	to

to

to
	ask him (l. 16)

leave me (l. 17)

come with me (l. 25)


Note: you can also replace want by would like 
3) Use the structure in the following sentences.

a) Easy / Edna / play in the garden 
→  Easy wants Edna to play in the garden.
b) Easy / Quinten / get out of his garden.

→  Easy wants Quinten to get out of his garden.

c) The police / Quinten / be their representative
→  The police want Quinten to be their representative.

d) The LAPD / Easy / go in the ghetto.
→  The LAPD wants Easy to go in the ghetto.

e) Easy / Quinten / not / make small talk.
→  Easy does not want Quinten to make small talk.
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